October 14, 1999

The legislative assistant proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to a period for morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted
to speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

THE DEATH OF AMBASSADOR E.
WILLIAM CROTTY

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity to express my regret
at the loss of Ambassador E. William
Crotty, U.S. Ambassador to Barbados.
Bill assumed his position as ambas-
sador in November 1998, so he had only
begun his fine work representing the
United States in Barbados and six
other eastern Caribbean island nations.
I am confident, however, that his con-
tributions in service to his country
would have continued and multiplied.

I had the great fortune of knowing
Bill over the years, and I saw firsthand
his deep affection for his family and
friends, and his fine work for his com-
munity, his party and his country. I
am very sorry he will no longer be with
us, and I send my condolences to his
wife, Valerie, seven children and 14
grandchildren.

Bill Crotty was an American success
story. He was born in a small town dur-
ing the Great Depression to a loving
family. This set of experiences instilled
in him a work ethic and a love of fam-
ily and community that guided his life.
Bill graduated from college and law
school, succeeded in the business world
and spent years giving back to his com-
munity and country.

I would like to take a moment to cite
some examples of Bill Crotty’s work in
his community that demonstrate the
value of his contributions. He was
chair of the Capital Fund Drive for Be-
thune-Cookman College. He was a
member of the Board of Counselors of
Bethune-Cookman College. He was
chair of the membership drive for the
Volusia County Society for Mentally
Retarded Children. He was a member of
the Board of Directors of the United
Fund of Volusia County and of the
Richard Moore Community Center, Inc.
He was a charter member of W.0.R.C.,
an organization dedicated to the reha-
bilitation of the disabled.

I could cite more examples, but these
help provide a flavor of the kind of per-
son Bill Crotty was. I feel privileged to
have known him over the years. As a
husband, father and grandfather, as a
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friend and as a public servant, Bill
Crotty will be sorely missed.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
to offer a tribute to a great Floridian
and a great American: Mr. E. William
“Bill” Crotty of Florida, the United
States Ambassador to Barbados and
the Eastern Caribbean.

Bill Crotty died Sunday, October 10,
1999, at Shands Teaching Hospital in
Gainesville, Florida. Funeral mass and
burial will take place today in Bill’s
hometown of Daytona Beach, Florida.

Among Bill Crotty’s many friends in
this world, some of his closest friends
are members of this body. On behalf of
them and the United States Senate, we
offer our heart-felt sympathy to Bill’s
wife, Valerie, and to his large and lov-
ing family.

During his rich and full life, Bill
Crotty was many things: a five-sport
athlete, lawyer, proud parent of seven
children, successful businessman, Irish
story-teller and political and civic ac-
tivist. Above all, Bill Crotty was an
ambassador. His smile, his laugh, his
easy manner and his sense of humor
were lifelong gifts to the countless in-
dividuals he encountered during his 68
years on this earth.

Bill Crotty was an ambassador for his
alma mater—Dartmouth College in his
native New England. He was an ambas-
sador for his adopted home of Daytona
Beach, and its Bethune-Cookman Col-
lege and International Speedway. The
local Chamber of Commerce declared
him Citizen of the Year in 1992.

Late in life, Bill Crotty was officially
certified as an ambassador. Last year,
after Senate confirmation, he reported
to our embassy in Barbados. He and
Valerie have done an outstanding job
representing the people of the United
States in this important neighboring
region. One of their efforts has been to
help restore the historic home in Bar-
bados where young George Washington
once lived with his older brother.

Like me, Bill Crotty was born during
the Great Depression. Demographers
note that America’s birth rate declined
during the Depression, prompting some
social commentators to remark that
the parents of those born during this
troubled era were passionate or crazy
or both.

Bill was born with few material pos-
sessions. His strong family, his sharp
mind, and agile body propelled him to
top educational institutions and suc-
cess in life.

Most importantly, Bill Crotty was
my friend. I fondly recall repeat visits
to his home in Daytona Beach, and his
tradition of preparing bountiful break-
fasts to start the day. In addition to
his cooking skills, Bill was rightfully
proud of his agility on the tennis court.

Mr. President, we mourn the loss of
our friend, Ambassador Crotty, while
recognizing and celebrating his many
achievements in Daytona Beach, in
Florida, in America, and throughout
our hemisphere.
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 1999

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, as I
attend dinners and events to celebrate
Hispanic Heritage Month, I have been
impressed with the energy that the
Latino people are adding to our nation.
They are having an impact in the work
place, the market place, in politics and
in our culture. Hispanics will surpass
blacks as our nation’s largest minority
by the year 2005.

For my colleagues who do not under-
stand my own link to the Hispanic peo-
ple, I would like to remind you, I grew
up in an immigrant household. My fa-
ther spoke and wrote Italian. He was
fluent in Spanish and English, but did
not write English. His customers and
employees were Hispanics, mainly in
the Albuquerque area. He spoke Span-
ish at home and at work.

In the downtown area of Albu-
querque, where I grew up, my Hispanic
friends spent hours at our family home,
and I spent hours in their homes. Per-
sonally I understand more Spanish
than I speak, despite all the credit I
get for being Spanish-speaking. My
wife and I are enchanted by the Span-
ish masses in New Mexico. The guitars
and singing add a beautiful and clearly
Hispanic dimension to a worship serv-
ice.

In my twenty-six years as a Senator
from New Mexico, I have only grown in
my appreciation for the Spanish influ-
ence in my home state. Although New
Mexico is surpassed in absolute num-
bers of Hispanics by states like Cali-
fornia, Texas, Illinois, New York, and
Florida, no other state has a higher
percentage of Hispanic people than
New Mexico. Forty percent, or about
680,000 New Mexicans are of Hispanic
origin.

Because of our unique history, His-
panics in New Mexico are influential in
all areas of life. There are well edu-
cated Hispanics in our national labora-
tories, our universities, in the legal
and medical professions, and in vir-
tually every business, including ranch-
ing and farming. Spanish architecture
and culture add a significant depth to
life in New Mexico.

It is clear to me that Hispanics in
every state, not just New Mexico, want
to be part of the American main-
stream. They want to get ahead and
succeed. Hispanics want to own busi-
nesses and buy their own homes, and
they want their children to get a good
education. Recent national surveys
confirm that Hispanics want what
most Americans want. They want the
American Dream. They want to earn
good money, buy their own homes,
drive nice cars, send their children to
safe schools, provide for a college edu-
cation for their children, and invest in
the future.

The great majority of Hispanics are
working class Americans who work
hard. For most Hispanics, the Amer-
ican dream is a reality or approaching



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T17:48:07-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




